
Getting USA on Board: Mission Possible 

   USA 

The recent change in government in the United States provides hope that the U.S. 
will be more supportive of the Mine Ban Treaty.  While the Obama Administration 
has not yet taken a position on the treaty, there are several reasons to believe 
that this administration will be supportive.   

First, Obama has a record of supporting restrictions on landmines in the Senate.  
Second, the new administration is making a concerted effort to renew and repair 
American diplomacy, which includes improving U.S. relations with allies and the 
United Nations. Finally, the U.S. has not used or produced antipersonnel mines in 
over a decade and many of the military and political arguments against U.S. par-
ticipation in the Mine Ban Treaty are no longer relevant a decade on. 

The tenth anniversary of the MBT provides an opportunity for renewed advocacy 
by U.S. and international civil society actors, as well as mine ban supporters in the 
U.S. Congress. 

  
Reasons for the U.S.A to join the treaty NOW: 

⇒ U.S. participation in the MBT would improve its diplomatic profile.  The U.S. 
is one of only 39 countries that have not joined the treaty.  

⇒ The U.S. has not used antipersonnel landmines since the 1991 Gulf War; has 
prohibited export of the weapon since 1992; and not produced 
antipersonnel mines since 1997.  It is in de facto compliance with the Mine 
Ban Treaty’s key provisions.   

⇒ The Mine Ban Treaty has established a strong normative and legal frame-
work for the eradication of antipersonnel mines that has resulted in a near 
total end to the use of these weapons by state actors. U.S. participation 
would almost certainly help in efforts to universalize the treaty by increas-
ing pressure on other key holdouts.   

⇒ As the world’s largest mine action donor, the U.S. should match its financial 
commitment with a political commitment to end the threat of use of anti-
personnel mines.   

⇒ President Clinton was a leader in the global effort to ban antipersonnel 
landmines; though the U.S. did not join during his term, he put the U.S. on 
a course to join the MBT by 2006.  This policy was derailed by the Bush 
administration.  President Obama should put the U.S. back on track. 

For more information see Landmine  

Monitor Report on USA 2008 at 

www.icbl.org/lm 

Ten years after the entry into force of the Mine Ban Treaty (MBT), on 
1 March 1999, we have no doubt that our goal of a mine free world 
can be achieved and should be pursued until it becomes a reality.  
Over the past years, the number of countries joining the treaty has 
continued to grow (from 71 in March 1999 to 156 in 2009), and many 
states still remaining outside the treaty are de facto already 
respecting its provisions.  

We believe that there is no better way to celebrate the anniversary – 
and the upcoming Second Review Conference of the treaty, which will 
take place in Colombia in December 2009 – than by multiplying our 
efforts to bring on board the treaty more states, and encourage 
others to take positive steps in this direction.   Join our global action 
on universalization and help us prove that this is “Mission Possible”! 
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Making the Mine Ban Treaty Universal: Mission possible 

Country backgrounders for the March 1st Action Alert 

Mine Ban 
Treaty 
status 

The United States has not 
yet joined the MBT. 

Stockpiles 

The U.S. stockpiles approxi-
mately 10.4 million antiper-
sonnel mines and 7.5 million 
antivehicle mines. Only China 
and Russia stockpile more 
landmines. 

User 

The last recorded use of 
antipersonnel mines by U.S. 
forces was in the 1991 Gulf 
War. 

Producer 
No production of antiperson-
nel mines has been recorded 
since 1997. 

Contami-
nation 

No 

Key recent 
develop-
ments 

In 2008 the U.S. eliminated a 
victim-activated feature on a 
new “Spider” mine system 
that would have resulted in 
U.S. production of antiper-
sonnel landmines prohibited 
by the Mine Ban Treaty. 

The new Obama Administra-
tion represents an opportu-
nity to review U.S. policy on 
landmines, with the aim of 
enabling the U.S. to accede 
to the Mine Ban Treaty 

Vote on 
annual 
UNGA 
resolution 
on the 
MBT 

Abstained since 1997. 

Reasons 
for not 
joining 

In February 2004, the Bush 
Administration announced its 
landmine policy: “The United 
States will not join the Ot-
tawa Convention because its 
terms would have required 
us to give up a needed mili-
tary capability.”  The Obama 
Administration has not yet 
taken a position on land-
mines (or cluster bombs). 

Goals 

 

Review of landmine policy, 
with aim to join the treaty; 

Positive vote on UNGA reso-
lution; 

Participation in the 2nd Re-
view Conference. 

  


